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THE  DIVINE  COMMISSION  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

By  Elder  George  Albert  Smith,  of  the  Council  of  Twelve. 


During  the  past  few  months  some 
things  have  occurred  that  have  been 
more  or  less  distressing  to  me,  one  being 
the  evidence  that  there  is  a  diminishing 
faith  in  God.  Only  recently  I  read  in 
one  of  the  large  daily  papers  a  statement 
of  the  result  of  a  questionnaire  that  had 
been  sent  out  to  500  Protestant  ministers, 
men  who  are  leaders  in  the  churches  of 
the  world,  and  I  was  very  much  dis- 
appointed to  discover  that  there  were 
those  among  them  who  did  not  believe  in 
a  personal  God,  who  did  not  believe  in 
the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  did  not 
believe  that  there  is  a  heaven ;  and  54 
per  cent,  did  not  believe  in  a  personal 
devil.  I  might  mention  other  things, 
Bible  teachings,  that  were  discredited  by 
these  men,  who  have  been  educated  to 
teach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Christian  world. 


Recently,  I  have  met  quite  a  number  of 
missionaries,  many  of  them  young  men, 
some  young  women,  representing  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  They  have  been  able,  when  they 
were  called  upon,  to  stand  on  their  feet 
and  testify  to  the  truth  of  these  things 
that  are  doubted  by  the  men  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  leaders  in  Christian  churches. 

I  fear  that  the  condition  of  the  world 
is  due  to  the  lack  of  understanding  of  the 
purpose   of   our   being.  They   do   not 

know  about  pre-existence.  There  are  so 
many  that  seem  to  have  no  conception 
of  it,  and  have  no  desire  to  know  where 
we  are  going  when  our  mortal  life  is 
ended. 

That  was  the  condition  which  prevailed 
in  the  world  when  the  Gospel  was 
restored  in  the  latter  days.  The  Saviour, 
in    the    meridian    of   time,    delivered    His 
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message  and  gave  to  the  people  an  under- 
standing' of  the  truth.  Then,  when  He 
finished  His  work,  after  having  organized 
His  Church,  He  left  them,  went  back  to 
His  heavenly  Father  and  is  enthroned  in 
the  heavens.  We  are  the  recipients  of 
the  benefits  and  blessings  enjoyed  by 
humankind  as  a  result  of  His  marvellous 
life  here  upon  the  earth. 

A  little  over  a  hundred  years  ago  there 
were  few  people  in  the  world  who 
believed  in  a  personal  God  with  a  body. 
But  a  manifestation  came  at  that  time  to 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  when  he  was 
only  a  boy,  not  yet  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  he  saw  the  Father  and  the  Son  and 
so  testified.  He  also  received  visita- 
tions from  other  heavenly  beings,  and 
the  Lord,  through  them,  gave  him  addi- 
tional information  for  the  children  of 
men,  and  he,  in  his  own  way,  gave  to 
us,  or  to  those  who  preceded  us  in  the 
Church,  an  understanding  of  the  purpose 
of  life.  The  Lord  blessed  him  in  his 
ministry,  but  like  many  of  the  prophets 
who  had  lived  before  him,  be  became  a 
martyr  for  the  truth. 

Before  his  death  thousands  of  good 
men  and  women  accepted  him  as  a  pro- 
phet and  gathered  at  Nauvoo,  Illinois, 
and   erected   a  beautiful   temple.  Mob 

violence  deprived  them  of  their  homes, 
and  they  were  driven  to  the  wilderness 
westward.  They  believed  in  God  the 
eternal  Father  and  in  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  and  accepted  His  Gospel  as  the 
only  plan  that  would  insure  them  a  place 
in  the  Celestial  kingdom.  His  descrip- 
tion of  heaven  inspires  us  with  a  desire 
to  be  worthy  of  a  home  there  when  our 
earthly  lives  are  finished.  A  literal 
resurrection  and  a  description  of  heaven 
and  hell  are  made  so  plain  that,  to  use  a 
scripture,  "  a  wayfaring  man,  though  a 
fool,   need  not  err  therein." 

I  can  understand  how  careless  men 
might  be  with  the  rights  of  others,  if  they 
believe  that  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope. 
They  would  not  be  as  considerate  of  their 
fellows  if  they  did  not  understand  the 
purpose  of  life.  There  has  been  be- 
queathed to  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  the 
responsibility  of  delivering  a  message  to 
the  children  of  men,  carrying  it  into  all 
the  world  so  that  others  will  understand 
it,   and  so  that  those  who  do  not  know 


may  be  brought  to  repentance  of  sin,  and 
turn  to  righteousness. 

It  is  our  duty  to  teach  the  truth.  The 
Lord  has  called  us  to  do  that  and  we 
should  qualify,  not  only  to  teach  it  to  the 
world,  but  to  live  it  in  our  own  homes, 
in  all  our  communities.  Only  in  propor- 
tion to  our  observance  of  the  teachings 
of  the  Lord  will  happiness  come  into  our 
lives. 

To  believe  that  we  are  the  children  of 
the  Lord,  that  He  is  the  Father  of  our 
spirits,  that  we  are  living  eternal  lives, 
is  surely  a  comfortable  feeling.  To  know 
that  we  may  have  the  companionship  of 
those  we  love  throughout  the  ages  of 
eternity  is  an  inspiration.  These  blessings 
have  come  to  us  .  The  Lord  has  bestowed 
them  upon  us  to  prepare  us  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  opportunities  here,  and  to 
exemplify  in  our  lives  those  precious 
truths  that  enrich  us  here  and  bless  those 
with  whom  we  associate. 

There  is  much  confusion  in  the  world, 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  way  to  remove 
it  except  by  the  power  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  The  wisdom  of  the  world  is 
failing,  the  scripture  is  fulfilled,  and  to- 
day the  wisest  of  all  men  are  seeking,  by 
means  of  legislation,  to  bring  about  a 
better  condition  and  a  more  wholesome 
life  among  the  human  family.  They  may 
strive  in  that  way,  but  unless  men  have 
faith  in  God,  unless  they  understand  the 
purpose  of  life,  they  will  not  go  very  far. 
The  people  of  the  world  must  repent  of 
their  sins  before  the  Lord  can  give  to 
them  the  peace  and  happiness  desired. 
No  other  plan  will  succeed. 

So  upon  us,  my  brethern,  who'  hold  the 
Priesthood,  much  responsibility  is  placed. 
We  have  an  understanding  of  the  truth. 
It  is  your  duty  and  mine  to  live  the  Gos- 
pel, and  to  disseminate  the  truth  as  we 
have  opportunity.  It  is  your  privilege 
and  mine  to  carry  the  message  of  life  and 
salvation  to  the  children  of  men.  There 
are  many  who  have  no  idea  of  the  purpose 
of  this  Church.  I  have  had  men  ask 
me:  "  Of  what  benefit  is  your  Church 
more  than  some  other  church?  "  I  have 
tried,  in  a  tactful  way,  to  explain  to  them 
the  difference.  Any  organisation  may 
band  together  for  worship,  but  that  does 
not  give  it  divine  authority.  Any  group 
of  churches  may  mass  together  and  orga- 
nise community  churches.  That  does  not 
confer  divine  authority.       Men  may  unite 
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for  good  purposes,  but  authority  from 
our  Heavenly  Father  is  only  obtained  in 
His  way,  and  His  way  in  former  days 
was  by  calling  and  ordaining  men  and 
setting  them  apart  for  the  work.  The 
same  thing  is  true  in  our  day. 

Therefore,  while  we  may  see  the  beau- 
ties of  other  faiths,  and  they  may  teach 
precious  truth,  and  many  wonderful 
people  are  identified  with  the  various 
churches,  we  must  understand  that  only 
the  Lord's  plan  will  prepare  them  for  a 
place   in   the   Celestial   kingdom.  The 

Lord  has  revealed  to  us  that  there  are 
other  kingdoms  of  glory,  and  other  king- 
doms not  of  glory ;  but  in  order  that  men 
might  be  prepared  for  the  Celestial  king- 
dom He  sent  His  Only  Begotten  Son  into 
the  world.  He  overcame  death  and  found 
the  way  of  the  resurrection,  and  delivered 
the  message  of  life  and  salvation  to  the 
children     of     men.  We     know     that, 

brethren,  but  our  Father"s  children  in 
the  world  do  not  understand  it. 

Think  of  the  responsibility  that  is  upon 
us,  if  in  carelessness  or  indifference  we 
live  our  lives,  not  seeking  to  share  the 
truth  with  those  whom  the  Lord  loves 
as  much  as  He  loves  us,  and  who  are 
precious  in  His  sight.  I  feel  that  there 
should  be  an  awakening  among  some  of 
the  members  of  this  Church.  I  think 
a  greater  effort  should  be  made  to  share 
with  our  Father's  children  all  the  truth 
that  is  deposited  with  this  Church. 

People  should  be  made  to  understand 
that  just  to  bow  before  the  Lord  in  prayer 
does  not  give  them  divine  authority.  To 
live  up  to>  the  requirements  that  are  made 
of  honesty,  virtue  and  truth,  does  not 
give  them  divine  authority.  Our  Heavn- 
ly  Father  has  made  it  plain  to  the 
children  of  men  that  only  under  the  hands 
of  those  who  possess  divine  authority 
may  we  obtain  the  power  to  become 
members  of  the  Celestial  kingdom. 
Knowing  that,  how  anxious  we  ought  to 
be  to  disseminate  that  information  and 
share  it  with  those  who  live  in  the  world. 

I  stand  here  to-day,  fully  convinced  of 
the  divinity  of  the  mission  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  know  it  as  I  know  that  I  live. 
If  I  were  recreant  to  that  knowledge,  if 
I  failed  to  do  my  part,  knowing  that, 
v.  hat  would  my  condemnation  be? 

I  am  grateful  that  in  this  day  and  age 
the  Lord  has  revealed  the  Gospel  again. 
The  Father  and  the  Son  appeared,  ser- 


vants of  God  who  held  the  Priesthood 
formerly  came  and  conferred  that  Priest- 
hood upon  humble  men  and  they  in  turn 
were  commanded  to  confer  it  upon 
others.  So  the  Gospel  and  the  Priest- 
hood have  been  made  available  to  all  who 
will  qualify  to  receive  the  same,  and  that 
is  the  Lord's  way. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  pray,  that 
we  attend  church.  It  is  necessary  that 
we  possess  divine  authority,  and  it  is  the 
claim  that  we  possess  that  authority  that 
has  brought  upon  this  Church  much  of 
the  persecution  that  has  followed  it  from 
the  beginning.  But  it  is  the  truth,  and 
many  of  our  Father's  children  are  begin- 
ning to  observe  the  effect  of  divine  autho- 
rity in  this  Church.  They  see  the  de- 
velopment that  is  made  in  the  lives  of 
men  and  women,  and  I  think  there  is 
more  inquiry  to-day  after  the  truth,  as 
taught  by  the  Redeemer  of  mankind, 
than  there  has  been  during  the  last 
hundred  years.  I  believe  the  way  is 
opening,  and  the  Lord  is  preparing  the 
hearts  of  men,  that  they  will  be  willing 
to  hear  the  truth  and  accept  it. 

What  a  glorious  opportunity  is  ours  ! 
The  Gospel  has  been  preached  for  more 
than  a  century,  and  we  are,  some  of  us, 
the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  generations  in 
the  Church  now  living.  All  this  time 
the  adversary  has  opposed  the  truth,  and 
he  will  continue  to  oppose  it,  but  it  is  our 
duty  to  exemplify  the  beauty  of  it  in  out- 
lives, that  men,  seeing  our  good  works, 
will  be  constrained  to  accept  the  Gospel 
and  to  glorify  the  name  of  the  Redeemer. 

Think  of  the  men  who  have  presided 
over  this  Church — Joseph  Smith  gave  his 
life  without  hesitation,  when  the  time 
came,  but  he  had  finished  his  work.  The 
men  who  have  succeeded  him  in  the  presi- 
dency have  possessed  divine  authority. 
Each  of  them  in  his  turn  has  been  criti- 
cised. Fault  has  been  found  with  their 
ministry ;  but  they  have  been  servants  of 
the  Lord  and  He  has  recognised  them, 
and  they  have  lived  long,  useful  lives, 
and  have  blessed  the  people. 

The  conditions  are  just  the  same  to- 
day. The  same  influences  that  destroyed 
the  life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
crucified   the    Saviour.  The   same   in- 

fluences that  have  betrayed  the  servants 
of  the  Lord  in  the  past  are  in  the  world 
to-day.  Knowing  that  and  realising 
how  futile  men  have  been  to  impede  the 
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progress  of  this  Church,  how  grateful  we 
ought  to  be  to  know  that  this  work  is  not 
the  work  of  man,  but  it  is  the  work  of 
the  Lord ;  that  this  Church,  that  bears 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  directed  by 
Him,  and  He  will  permit  no  man  or  group 
of  men  to  destroy  it.  He  will  not  permit 
the  men  who  preside  over  His  Church  to 
lead  the  people  into  error,  but  He  will 
sustain  them  with  His  almighty  power. 
He  will  magnify  them  in  the  eyes  of  good 
and  great  men  and  women.  He  will  bless 
their  ministry  and  it  will  be  fraught  with 
success.  Those  who  oppose  and  find 

fault  will  not  find  joy  in  their  opposition. 
Those  who  criticise  and  seek  to  destroy 
the  influence  of  the  leaders  of  the  Church 
will  suffer  the  result  of  their  wrong- 
doing. 

But  let  us  who  know,  those  of  us  who 
have  a  testimony,  go  forth  day  by  day 
and  with  love  and  kindness  unfeigned  go 
among  these  men  and  women,  whether 
they  be  in  the  Church  or  out  of  the 
Church,  and  find  a  way  to  touch  their 
hearts  and  lead  them  into  that  pathway 
that  will  insure  them  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth. 

This  is  the  Lord's  work.  Men  may 
unite  for  prayer  and  thanksgiving,  but 
that  does  not  confer  upon  therm  divine 
authority.  All  the  churches  of  the  world 
might  unite  and  agree  upon  one  plan  of 
worship,  but  that  would  not  give  them 
divine  authority.  And  if  all  the  churches 
of  the  world  did  agree  to-  some  plan,  and 
decide  that  that  plan  would  be  sufficient 
for  us  here  upon  earth,  that  would  not 
prepare  men  for  the  Celestial  kingdom. 
The  only  plan  that  will  prepare  men  for 
the  Celestial  Kingdom  is  the  plan  that 
has  been  given  by  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  ; 
and  the  only  authority  that  will  qualify 
men  to  teach  and  to  officiate  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel  properly  is  the 
authority  of  Jesus  Christ,   our  Lord. 

Now,  brethren  and  sisters,  knowing 
that,  how  grateful  we  ought  to  be ;  realis- 
ing that,  how  anxious  we  should  be  to  go 
about  doing  good.  It  is  a  slothful  ser- 
vant who  waits  until  he  is  commanded 
in  all  things.  Our  Heavenly  Father  ex- 
pects us  to  magnify  our  calling,  no  matter 
where  it  may  be,  no  matter  how  humble 
our  lot  in  life  may  be.  Let  us  improve 
our  talents,  so  that  wher.  the  time  comes 
for  the  Master  to  reward  us  according  to 
what  we  have  done,  we  may  receive  the 


blessing  that  was  given  to  two  of  the 
three  men  referred  to  in  the  parable  of 
the  talents  :  "  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servant." 

I  pray  God,  our  Father  in  heaven,  that 
we,  His  people,  may  see  and  understand 
all  truth,  attune  our  lives  to  the 
righteousness  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Gospel,  and  conduct  ourselves  in  such  a 
way  that  everywhere  we  go  men  may 
rejoice  in  our  companionship.  If  we  will 
do  that  our  homes  will  be  the  abiding 
place  of  peace  ;  our  towns  and  cities  and 
our  countryside  will  be  blessed  of  the 
Lord.  If  we  will  observe  the  command- 
ments of  our  Heavenly  Father  we  will  not 
suffer  for  the  necessities  of  life,  beyond 
what  we  can  bear,  we  will  not  lose  faith, 
we  will  not  fall  into  darkness,  but  the 
light  and  joy  of  the  testimony  that  comes 
from  our  Heavenly  Father  will  fill  our 
souls.  That  it  may  do  so,  I  humbly 
pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 
(Address  delivered  7th  April,  1934,  at  the 
|104th  Annual  Conference  of  the  Church, 
held  in  the  Tabernacle  at  Salt  Lake  City, 

Utah.) 

■ —  □  □  

The  Relations  of  Men 
and  Women. 

By  the  Rev.  Hugh  Martin. 

This  article,  originally  a  speech  over  the 
facilities  of  the  B.B.C. ,  appeared  in  the 
Listener  for  13th  March.  Rev.  Hugh 
Martin,  the  author,  is  managing  director 
and  editor  of  the  Student  Christian 
Movement  Press.  His  view-point  on 

the  much  discused  question  of  morality, 
old  and  new,  is  one  to  which  Latter-day 
Saints  can  heartily  subscribe. 
The  place  of  sex  in  life  must  always 
be  a  question  of  fundamental  importance. 
Sex  is  one  of  the  most  imperious  of  the 
instincts,  influencing  thought  and  action 
even  when  we  are  not  aware  of  its 
presence.  It  is  involved  in  the  relation- 
ships of  the  two  halves  of  the  human 
race.  To-day,  however,  it  is  doubly  im- 
portant. Long  accepted  traditions  have 
been  thrown  away ;  within  a  generation 
woman  has  taken  an  altogether  new  posi- 
tion in  the  life  of  society ;  old  restrictions 
and  conventions  have  collapsed,  and  ways 
of  thinking  and  behaving  that  everyone 
took  for  granted,  even  twenty  years  ago, 
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to-day  provoke  shrieks  of  incredulous 
mirth  from  modern  youth. 

It  is  a  fascinatingly  interesting  de- 
velopment, as  a  sociological  study.  But 
this  is  not  a  question  anyone  of  us  can 
afford  to  regard  in  a  detached  manner. 
We  are  all  involved.  And  the  future  of 
our  nation  and  of  the  race  is  bound  to  be 
deeply  affected  by  the  outcome  of  the  re- 
thinking and  experimentation  that  is  now 
in  progress.  The  subject  is  immensely 
difficult — I  do  not  pretend  to  have  found 
complete,  satisfactory  answers  to  all  the 
questions — but  I  offer  you  a  frank  and 
honest  attempt  based  upon  as  hard  think- 
ing as  I  can  do. 

Some  of  the  extreme  laxity  that  accom- 
panied abnormal  war  conditions  and  the 
first  excitement  of  the  removal  of  old 
restrictions  has  happily  gone.  I  prefer 
the  dangers  of  the  freer  and  more  natural 
intercourse  of  these  days  to  the  dangers 
of  the  old  ignorance,  make-belief  and 
artificiality.  Things  are  much  more 
honest  than  they  were ;  and  I  doubt  if 
anyone  can  prove  that,  as  a  nation,  we 
are,  on  the  balance,  any  more  immoral  in 
our  behaviour  than  we  used  to  be,  though 
this  is  a  realm  in  which  evidence  is  hard 
to  secure. 

Of  course,  the  greater  freedom  has  not 
all  been  gain.  There  is,  in  some  quar- 
ters, an  ignoring  or  a  definite  repudiation 
of  all  Christian  standards  in  sex  relations 
and  a  very  widespread  bewilderment 
among  younger  people  as  to  what  stan- 
dards, if  any,  are  to  be  obeyed.  And 
if  some  sound  standards  are  not  generally 
accepted,  an  appalling  collapse  in  moral 
behaviour  is  bound  to  follow 

I  must  in  all  honesty  admit  that 
Christians  have  made  mistakes.  They 
have  too  often  thought  of  sex  as  unclean 
and  unspiritual — an  evil  thing  to  be  re- 
pressed or  at  best  to  be  tolerated  as  a 
deplorably  necessary  concession  to  human 
weakness.  Christians  have  sometimes 

sought  to  exalt  the  spiritual  by  degrading 
the  bodily.  We  have  too  often  taken  a 
merely  negative  attitude. 

The  fundamental  reference  here,  as  in 
all  moral  issues,  should  be  to  the  supreme 
command  of  love  to  God  and  man. 
While  I  am  sure  there  is  a  place  for  the 
most  minute  study  of  the  text  of  the 
Bible,  we  cannot  settle  these  issues  by 
merely  quoting  verses.  W  want  to  seek 
the  "  mind  of  Christ."  It  is  a  positive 
quest  and  the  Christian  attitude  can  cer- 


tainly not  be  expressed  by  a  collection 
of  "  don'ts."  In  the  Christian  sense, 
love  is  a  positive  attitude  of  active  good- 
will. 

I  can  make  no  attempt  here  at  any 
survey  of  New  Testament  teaching,  but  it 
can  be  demonstrated  that  the  attitude 
suggested  in  the  very  first  chapter  of  the 
Bible  expresses  the  mind  of  the  New 
Testament.  God  made  man  male  and 
female,  and  He  saw  what  He  had  made 
and,  behold,  it  was  very  good.  Sex,  in 
other  words,  is  a  deliberate  part  of  the 
plan  of  a  beneficent  Creator.  There  is 
nothing  in  life  more  beautiful  than  love 
between  man  and  woman,  and  its  physi- 
cal expression  is  a  true  and  beautiful 
part  of  that  love.  The  physical  can  be 
sacramental,  the  channel  and  the  symbol 
of  the  spiritual.  As  we  discuss  the  place 
of  sex  in  life,  we  approach  as  those  ask- 
ing what  use  of  the  potentially  beautiful 
and  ennobling  gift  will  best  promote  the 
growth  of  the  finest  men  and  women 
physically,  intellectually  and  spiritually — 
not  in  an  attitude  of  suspicion  and  re- 
pression. 

I  have  suggested  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  new  ways,  are  being  followed  in 
some  directions.  But  we  cannot  afford 
lightly  to  disregard  the  traditions  of  the 
past.  What  impatient  youth  derides  as 
a  mere  taboo  is  often  the  verdict  of. long 
experience,  and  I  believe  that  in  its  fun- 
damentals the  old  Christian  attitude  was 
sound  and  can  be  shown  to  be  sound.  I 
may  sum  it  up  roughly  as  the  belief  that 
physical  relations  between  men  and 
women  before  marriage  were  wrong  on 
every  ground,  and  that  after  marriage 
these  intimate  relationships  were  to  he 
practised  only  between  husband  and  wife. 
In  other  words,  that  the  ideal  is  monoga- 
mous marriage  and  the  practice  of  com- 
plete chastity  outside  of  marriage. 

There  are  difficulties  in  following  this 
course,  and  there  is  hardship  involved  at 
times But  whatever  the  draw- 
backs of  this  traditional  standard,  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  gain  to  human  well- 
being  in  its  wholesale  repudiation.  We 
have  seen  enough  in  recent  years  of  the 
result  of  so-called  freedom,  to  be  able  to 
form  some  judgments.  We  can  supple- 
ment personal  observation  by  evidence 
from  newspaper,  novel,  and  autobio- 
graphy. The  result  is  not  encouraging. 
There  is,  in  fact,  no  reason  in  psychology, 
physiology  or  history  for  the  naive  as- 


70: 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


%)tk  May,   1935. 


sumption  that  sexual  "  freedom"  leads 
to  happiness  or  a  better  order  of  society. 
And  there  is  a  great  deal  of  evidence  quite 
the  other  way ;  the  past  as  well  as  the 
present  tells  us  that.  Certain  classes 
in  Imperial  Rome  and  Restoration  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  in  modern  days,  lived  on 
this  plan.  The  result  was,  and  is,  dis- 
illusion and  nausea. 

This  means  that,  though  the  sex  in- 
stinct is  a  friend  and  not  an  enemy,  it 
must  be  controlled ;  it  is  not  to  be  re- 
pressed, neither  is  it  to  be  allowed  to  run 
riot.  The  prude  and  the  rake  are  both 
far  from  the  kingdom  of  God.  Sexual 
desire  is  nothing  of  which  to  be  ashamed  ; 
it  is  present  in  every  normal  human 
being.  But  it  is  only  one  element  in  life ; 
if  it  takes  the  central  place,  it  can  wreck 
the  personality.  Sex  must  be  controlled 
like  any  other  power  of  nature,  not  be- 
cause it  is  a  dangerous  enemy,  but  in 
order  that  it  may  be  the  beneficent  friend 
it  is  meant  to  be.  It  has  to  be  controlled 
for  a  higher,  because  more  inclusive,  end. 
The  well-being  of  both  the  individual  and 
society  depends  upon  the  control  of  the 
body  by  the  spirit.  Any  gluttony  destroys 
soul  and  body. 

Some  modern  writers  on  the  subject, 
who  exert  a  wide  influence,  have  tried  to 
justify  sexual  laxity  by  minimising  the 
importance  of  sexual  relationships.  One 
well-known  writer  declares  that  the  desire 
for  sex  is  precisely  analagous  to  the  de- 
sire for  food  and  drink,  and  that  any 
restraints  upon  sex  should  only  be  of  a 
similar  kind  to  those  on  eating  and  drink- 
ing. Now,  it  is  true  that  the  sex  urge 
is  partly  physiological  and  due  to  bodily 
secretions  and  so  far,  perhaps,  analogous 
to  hunger ;  but  there  the  analogy  stops. 
Hunger  must  be  satisfied  by  food,  or  life 
ceases ;  sex  need  not  be  physically  ex- 
pressed. And  sex  is  inevitably  linked 
in  man  with  his  spiritual  being.  Man  is 
not  just  an  animal,  and  the  sex  act  with 
him  can  never  be  merely  casual  and 
physical.  Men  and  women  are  meant  to 
be  lovers  and  parents,  and  sex  relations, 
where  these  are  excluded,  are  inhuman. 

Leaving  apart  altogether  the  grave 
dangers  of  disease  incurred  by  un- 
restrained indulgence,  with  dreadful  con- 
sequences to  quite  innocent  people,  I 
maintain  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  ask 
or  to  give  such  intimate  relations  for  mere 
physical  gratification.     To  turn  this  sym- 


bol and  expression  of  affection  into  a 
matter  of  commercial  bargaining  or  of 
casual  amusement  is  a  degradation  for 
which  both  participants  must  suffer  deep- 
ly in  spirit,  whatever  temporary  bodily 
relief  it  may  afford.  The  fact  that  the 
other  party  consents  through  poverty  or 
passion  or  vanity  or  weakness  of  will  is 
no  justification. 

The  writer  already  quoted  declares  that 
"  morality  in  sexual  relations  "  consists 
of  "  respect  for  the  other  person  and  un- 
willingness to  use  the  person  solely  as  a 
means  of  personal  gratification  without 
regard  to  his  or  her  desires."  So  far  so 
good.  But  surely  his  is  a  very  low  stan- 
dard of  morals.  Are  desires  always 
right?  Is  "  I  want  "  sufficient  moral 
guide?  If  a  drunk  man  desires  another 
drink,  is  that  sufficient  justification  for 
giving  him  one?  Others  may  desire 
what  is  bad.  Their  desire  is  no*  dis- 
charge of  your  moral  responsibility.  If 
you  accept  the  Christian  principle  of  love 
of  your  neighbour — that  is,  the  seeking 
of  his  welfare  to  the  measure  of  your 
ability — you  cannot  justify  the  treatment 
of  any  man  or  woman  in  a  way  that  would 
arouse  your  indignation  if  it  happened  to 
one  of  your  own  family  circle. 

For  such  reason,  and  others  that  might 
be  advanced,  I  would  urge  that  sex  inter- 
course outside  marriage  is  an  anti-social 
act  and  one  which  inevitably  brings  ill 
consequences — mental  and  spiritual  if  not 
physical — upon  the  individuals  concerned. 
I  recognise  how  difficult  self-mastery  is 
made  for  many  people  to-day  by  the  pre- 
vailing atmosphere.  There  is  a  wanton 
stimulation  of  sex  desire  that  is  down- 
right wicked  and  cruel.  Books  and 
films  that  assume  sex  irregularities  as 
normal  and  unimportant  are  probably 
more  dangerous  than  frontal  assaults  on 
Christian  moral  principles.  Too  often 
on  the  stage  or  in  the  novel  or  on  the 
screen,  sex  promiscuity  is  regarded  as  a 
prooof  of  independence  and  modernity. 
There  is  an  entirely  unreal  and  senti- 
mental attitude  that  pathetically  likes  to 
be  thought  of  as  realistic.  This  artici- 
ficial  stimulation  of  sexual  desire  is  a 
crime  against  society  and  makes  self- 
control  a  desperate  and  painful  struggle 
for  many.  But  self-control  is  possible, 
however  hard  it  may  be.  And  even  when 
the  cost  is  heaviest,  to  surrender  always 
entails  a  heavier  price.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we  have  heard  the  last  of  the 
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control  in  matters  of  sex  (falsely  called 
repression)  is  harmful.  Every  instinct, 
including-  that  of  sex,  must  be  controlled. 
With  normal  people  and  in  a  healthy 
order  of  society,  sex  .would  find  its  true 
and  natural  expression  in  an  early  and 
happy  married  life.  That  is  not  always 
possible  to-day  as  it  should  be,  but  the 
suggestion  that  sexual  intercourse  is  a 
necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  the  men- 
tal or  physical  health  of  the  unmarried 
has  been  emphatically  repudiated  by  the 
highest  medical  authorities.  Life  can  be 
a  full,  virile  and  noble  thing  even  if  sex 
cannot  be  given  its  obvious  expression. 

(Continued  from  page   80.) 

Botha,  relatives  of  the  deceased  Mr. 
Schutte,  who  was  later  buried  at  Brix- 
ton Cemetery.  Mrs.  Schutte,  through 
her  faith  in  the  Church,  requested  that  the 
Mormon  people  bury  her  husband.  Elder 
J.  T.  M.  Wilson  conducted  the  ceremony. 

Brother  Stark,  Brother  Sutherland,  and 
Brother  Hellon,  all  who>  have  been  suffer- 
ing from  different  illnesses  during  the 
past  month,  are  now  all  back  at  work 
and  enjoying  the  best  of  health. 

Waterval  Branch  was  visited  by  Elders 
J.  Wilson  and  J.  Bailey  on  Sunday,  5th 
May,  where  they  found  the  members  en- 
joying the  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

Sister  Mary  E.  Vice,  the  Transvaal 
District  Supervisor  of  Primaries  and  the 
"  Ramah  "  Branch  Mother,  was  released 
from  her  positions  on  Sunday,  21st  April, 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  her  past  ser- 
vices ;  and  Sister  M.  van  Rooyen  was 
sustained  and  set  apart  as  Primary 
Mother  of  the  "  Ramah  "  Branch  on 
Sunday,  5th  May,  by  Elder  J.  Wilson. 
Primary  meetings  have  been  changed 
from  Thursdays  to  Wednesdays  at  3  p.m. 

Elders  Taysom  and  Bailey,  the  East 
Rand  missionaries,  joined  with  the 
Johannesburg  elders  during  President 
Backman's  stay  in  the  Transvaal.  They 
returned  to  their  labours  on  the  20th  of 
April. 

Three  brethren,  through  their  faithful- 
ness and  dutiful  lives,  have  been  found 
worthy  of  advancement  and  ordination  to 
the  Priesthood.  Brother  Louis  Duncan 
was  advanced  from  Deacon  to  Teacher  on 
the  14th  of  April,  by  President  Backman. 
Brother  Reaford  Futter  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  by  Elder  R.  Millburn  on  the  21st 
of    April.  Brother    I.    C.    Louw    was 

ordained  a  Teacher  by  Elder  J.   Wilson 


on  12th  of  May,  1935.  We  know  these 
brethren  realise  the  added  responsibility 
which  is  theirs  and  will  fulfill  their  posi- 
tions to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 

Elders  J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn 
payed  a  short  visit  to  Sister  Groblaar  at 
Everton  on  the  7th  May,  where  they 
found  her  well  and  happy. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  arrival 
of  Brothers  Clarence  E.  Randall,  O.  Lay- 
ton  Aldredge  and  Evan  P.  Wright  to  the 
Transvaal.  All  three  are  former  mission- 
aries whose  association  the  Transvaal  en- 
poyed  in  past  years.  They  have  now 
returned  from  the  States  to  go  into  busi- 
ness in  this  country.  It  has  been  with 
great  joy  that  their  many  friends  have  re- 
newed acquaintanceship  with  them. 

Elders  J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn 
visited  Springs  Branch  on  Sunday,  12th 
May,  where  they  made  a  few  adjustments 
with  regard  to  Branch  officers.  Brother 
D.  T.  lubber  was  released  from  the  office 
of  Branch  President,  and  Brother  Charlie 
Jubber  was  released  from!  the  office  of 
Missionary  Society  Chairman,  with  a  vote 
of  thanks  for  their  dutiful  services. 
Brother  R.  B.  Jakins  was  appointed  and 
sustained  as  Branch  President,  Brother  I. 
C.  Louw  as  First  Counsellor,  and  Brother 
van  Mollendorff  as  Second  Counsellor. 
Brother  D.  T.  Jubber  was  appointed 
Missionary  Society  Chairman,  with 
Brother  Charlie  Jubber  as  his  assistant. 
Sister  Mavis  Louw  was  also  sustained  as 
Primary  Teacher  in  the  Sunday  School. 
We  feel  that  the  Springs  Branch  will 
make  great  strides  under  the  guidance  of 
their  new  Branch  President. 

On  Sunday,  12th  May,  Mother's  Day 
was  observed  and  special  programmes 
rendered  in  the  meetings  of  all  the 
Branches  in  the  Transvaal  District. 

Brother  R.  E.  Futter  received  slight 
injuries  while  playing  in  a  rugby  match 
on  11th  May,  which  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  be  detained  at  the  East  Rand 
Hospital  for  a  couple  of  days.  He  is 
now  well  on  the  way  to  a  full  recovery. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stark  had  their  baby 
blessed  by  Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  on 
Sunday,  12th  May,  the  baby  being  given 
the  name  of  Evanine  Mardick  Stark  in 
honour  of  Brother  Wright. 

Sister  J.  E.  Brummer  underwent  an 
operation  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  May, 
which   has   proved   successful.  She   is 

now  at  the  Venters  Nursing  Home, 
Auckland  Park,  and  is  improving  rapidly. 
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THE  BOGY  MAN  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

By  Wallace  F.  Toronto 


The  following-  article  appeared  a  short 
time  ago  on  a  conspicuous  page  in  one 
of  Cape  Town's  most  noted  papers,  The 
Cape  Argus.  It  was  entitled  in  huge 
letters,  "  The  Bogy  Man  of  Local  Bat- 
ters," and  then  went  on: 

"  What  the  perfect  try  is  in  rugby  and 
the  six  boundary  hit  is  to  cricket,  the 
home  run  is  to  baseball.  The  Rosebank 
crowd  wakes  up  with  a  roar  when  the  ball 
meets  the  bat  and  soars  260  feet  over  the 
trees  to  the  other  side  of  the  grounds.  It 
is  baseball's  greatest  thrill.  And  there  is 
one  partciular  person  who  can  always 
bring  that  thrill.  Both  as  a  hitter  and 
an  outstanding  pitcher,  who  would  make 
the  grade  in  any  First  League  American 
team,  "  Stan  "  Smith  is  the  hero  of  the 
Rosebank  crowd.  He  is  the  Bennie 
Osier  of  baseball 

"  He  is  the  Bogy  Man  of  all  local 
batters.  Not   even   Charlie   Converse, 

the  Cape  Town  "  Babe  Ruth,"  can  get 
hold  of  the  snaking,  swerving  balls  that 
Smith  unleashes.  Two  Saturdays  ago 
he  struck  out  twenty  batters — they  failed 
to  connect  with  the  balls  that  Smith  sent 
down.  Smith,    too,   can   bat   and   is  a 

champion  base-stealer. 

"  Go  to  Rosebank  some  Saturday 
afternoon.  Even  if  you  don't  understand 
the  intricacies  of  baseball,  you  will  be 
impressed  with  the  efficiency  of  Smith — 
those  hefty  hits,  those  breath-taking 
dashes  from  base  to  base,  and  the  well- 
trained,  automatic  arm  that  strikes  out 
batter  after  batter." 

"  Stan  "  Smith!  Who  is  this  base- 
ball demon,  whose  picture  appears  regu- 
larly in  every  South  African  newspaper 
and  sports  magazine?  Who  is  this  hero 
who  commands  the  respect  and  attention 
of  every  sports  editor  in  South  Africa? 
Who  is  this  champion  who  literally  thrills 
thousands  of  baseball  fans  each  week? 

"  Stan  is  none  other  than  the  quiet, 
smiling,  modest,  young  man,  who,  al- 
most two  years  ago  on  a  delightful 
October  evening,  bade  scores  of  friends 
and  loved  ones  good-bye,  as  he  boarded 
the  train  which  was  to  speed  him  towards 
South   Africa.  He   was   leaving   as   a 

missionary  of  the  Mormon  Church — 
a  young,  resourceful,  worthy  representa- 


tive of  his  people — to  preach  a  message 
which  would  change  the  hearts  of  men. 
Some  will  remember  "  Stan  "  as  the  son 
of  Nicholas  G.  Smith,  the  acting  Presid- 
ing Patriarch  of  the  Church,  and  the  new 
President  of  the  California  Mission. 
Others  will  recall  himi  as  the  steadfast 
Church  worker  in  the  17th  Ward  over 
which  his  father  also  presided  as  bishop. 
Some  will  never  forget  him  as  a  former 
basketball  and  track  star  of  the  L.D.S. 
High  School.  But  most  of  his  friends 
will  remember  him  as  the  type  of  Mor- 
mon youth  of  whom  they  can  well  be 
proud,  for  in  his  Church  work  and  re- 
ligious activities,  as  in  athletics,  he  led 
out  and  inspired  others  tc  greater  goals. 
And  now  his  fame  reaches  us  from  South 
Africa,  not  only  in  athletics,  but  as  an 
outstanding  missionary. 

And  what  a  missionary  he  is  making  ! 

Stan  "  knows  the  value  of  gaining 
friends,  and  he  knows  that  the  Gospel  can 
be  taught  on  the  field  as  well  as  from  the 
pulpit.  He  is  adopting  the  modern  means 
of  making  friends — and  eventually  con- 
verts, by  becoming  one  with  the  people. 
They  love  baseball  and  so  does  he. 
And  he  is  making  the  most  of  this  oppor- 
tunity. His  baseball  prowess  has 
probably  brought  the  South  African  mis- 
sion more  publicity,  and  has  placed  the 
name  of  "  Mormon  "  on  more  lips  than 
any  other  single  thing.  He  has,  no 
doubt,  done  more  to  shake  the  cold,  un- 
friendly barriers  of  distrust  and  scepti- 
cism concerning  the  Mormons  there  than 
any  other  person,  for  through  his  base- 
ball he  has  moved  with  ease  among  the 
higher  social  circle  and  government 
officials.  But  more  than  all  of  this,  he 
is  the  friend  of  more  young  people, 
staunch  admirers,  than  any  other  lad  in 
South  Africa.  What  a  mighty  influence 
he  can  wield  !  And  all  through  the  de- 
velopment of  one  of  his  particular  talents. 

Now  what  is  the  meaning  of  this 
young  missionary's  athletic  activities  in 
Cape  Town,  Not  long  ago  the  Cape 
Argus  appeared  with  a  full  page  article, 
capped  with  these  blazing  headlines : 
"  '  Stan  '  Smith  explains  Why  Ameri- 
cans Took  Up  Baseball."  At  the  re- 
quest of   the   editor   "  Stan  "    wrote  the 
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I  was  captain 
school  team  of 
I     advanced    in 


article  and  aside  from  explaining  base- 
ball, took  occasion  to  tell  modestly  of 
his  own  athletic  career.       He  goes  on  : 

"  My  baseball  career  began  when  1 
was  a  youngster  of  15. 
of  the  Lafayette  grade 
Salt  Lake  City.  As 
school  I  was  chosen  to  play  in  larger  and 
more  important  games,  and  almost  before 
I  became  aware  of  it,  baseball  became 
one  of  my  regular  extra-curricular  activi- 
ties, and  instead  of  playing  small,  inter- 
mural  games,  I  found  myself  carrying 
responsibility  in  interscholastic  cham- 
pionship games. 

"  In  Junior  High  School  a  disappoint- 
ment came  to  me  and  my  advancement  in 
athletics  was  deterred  for  two  years,  for 
I  was  forbidden  by  my  doctor  from  exert- 
ing myself  in  any  athletic  activity.  My 
heart  had  been  weakened  by  over-exer- 
tion. However,  owing  to  my  religious 
training,,  I  have  always  been  moderate  in 
my  habits  and  have  abstained  from  the 
use  of  heart  stimulants,  such  as  tea, 
coffee,  tobaccoi  and  alcoholic  drinks,  and 
my  heart  became  strong  again.  I  have 
since  been  able  to  play  the  hardest  of 
games  such  as  football,  basketball  and 
the  greatest  of  all  American  games — 
baseball. 

"  However,  not  until  I  came  to  South 
Africa  as  a  Mormon  missionary  and 
joined  the  Cumorah  Baseball  Club  was 
my  pitching  prowess  discovered  by  the 
finest  baseball  coach  in  Africa,  Don 
Mack  Dalton,  the  manager  of  the 
Cumorah  baseball  team  and  the  captain 
of  the  Western  Province  nine." 

This  is  only  one  excerpt  from  the  many 
articles  in  which  "  Stan  "  by  reason  of 
his  popularity  and  exemplary  life,  has 
been  able  to  turn  the  hearts  of  young  ad- 
mirers to  a  finer,  fuller,  happier,  physi- 
cal life,  which  thing  is  an  initial  part  of 
the  Gospel.  Yes,  a  beautiful  lesson  on 
the  Word  of  Wisdom  in  a  feature  story 
of  one  of  South  Africa's  leading  papers! 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  the  above 
named  coach,  Don  Mack  Dalton,  is  the 
young  president  of  the  South  African 
Mission.  He,  too,  has  gained  a  popu- 
larity and  a  trust  among  the  people, 
which  few  mission  presidents  enjoy.  He 
realises  that  the  progress  of  the  mission 
depends  upon  the  close  contact  of  his 
missionaries  with  the  people,  and  he  has 
learned  that  the  finest  way  to  secure  their 


good  will  and  confidence  is  to1  play  the 
game — be  one  with  them.  He  en- 
courages his  missionaries  in  such  activi- 
ties for  he  sees  the  wholesome  results 
which  follow. 

"  Stan  "  has  shaken  hands  and  con- 
versed with  South  Africa's  most  noted 
men.  He  has  been  invited  to  their 
homes,  and  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
giving  them  the  message  which  has 
offered  his  own  people  a  richer,  fuller 
life. 

And  he  has  played  for  them  on  the 
field.  The  Cape  Times  pictorial  section 
seems  to  be  voluminous  in  its  photo- 
graphic records  of  baseball  in  South 
Africa  and  "  Stan's  "  picture  is  usually 
in  the  centre  of  the  page.  The  February 
20th  issue  prints  pictures  of  Western 
Province  team,  and  the  fine  sportsmen 
from  Natal,  which  boasts  one  of  the 
strongest  neighbouring  teams.  And  on 
the  opposite  page  are  pictures  of  Prince 
George  during  his  visit  to  Africa.  These 
two-  teams  played  a  spectacular  game  for 
the  prince  in  celebration  of  his  visit  to 
Cape  Town.  But  it  seems  that  "  Stan  " 
received  more  newspaper  comment  than 
the  prince  himself — at  least  on  this  day. 
One  paper  reports  the  event : 

"  Saturday's  game  showed  that  in 
"  Stan  "  Smith,  Province  has  the  finest 
pitcher  in   the   country.  None  of  the 

Natal  batters  could  flog  about  his  hot 
deliveries. 

"  Smith  hails  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  U.S.A.,  and  he  has  as  many  fans 
as  Bennie  Osier  does  at  Newlands. 
When  Smith  goes  to  the  pitcher's  mound 
there  is  a  cheer  and  when  his  supporters 
have  seen  him  smite  a  ball  or  two  over 
the  fence  for  a  home  run  they  regard  their 
afternoon  at  Rosebank  as  well  spent. 

"  On  Saturday  he  got  his  customary 
home  run.  For  several  innings  the 
Province  batters  had  been  dealing  with 
the  Natal  pitcher  with  caution.  Then  in 
the  eighth  inning  Dalton  decided  to  give 
the  Province  substitutes  a  chance.  The 
first  who  came  to  bat  was  Percy  Elliot. 
Having  nothing  to  lose,  he  swiped — and 
connected.  The  ball  sailed  high  over 
the  fence. 

"  The  Province  batters  looked  at  each 
other.  They  must  not  let  themselves  be 
put  in  the  shade  by  a  substitute.  Con- 
verse, the  American  Vice-Consul,  came 
to  bat.        He  swung  and  missed.       The 
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next  ball  sailed  off  his  bat  on  the  same 
trail  as  Elliott's  home  run.  The  score 
tied.  Then  came  Smith  !  The  first  ball 
he  got  he  banged  right  over  the  trees 
into  the  Alma  cricket  grounds  next  door. 
After  that  Natal  changed  pitchers.  But 
they  lost  the  day." 

Any  prince  might  well  be  thrilled  to 
see  the  winning  swat  cracked  from  the 
bat  of  a  Mormon  missionary. 

Again  the  Cape  Times  gave  picture 
evidence  of  dignitaries  greeting  baseball 
teams — and  "  Stan  "  Smith.  A  month 
later  the  Governor-General,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  shook  hands  and  congratu- 
lated Smith  and  the  Western  Province 
team  for  their  good  work  against  the 
strong  Transvaal  team.  And  such  things 
as  these  are  almost  weekly  occurrences. 

The  press  is  one  hundred  per  cent,  for 
"  Stan."  Here  is  one  of  several  like 
announcements:  "  Hear  '  Stan  '  Smith." 
And  then  this  follows:  "  Baseball  players 
in  the  Western  Province  Leagues,  and 
sportsmen  as  a  whole,  will  rally  to  hear 
'  Stan  '  Smith,  the  outstanding  baseball 
pitcher,  speak.  '  Stan  '  left  his  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City  some  time  ago  as  a 
Mormon  missionary.  For  diversion  and 
to  keep  physically  fit,  he  began  playing 
baseball  and  his  pitching  brought  him 
Province  honours. 

"  Being  young  and  possessing  out- 
standing athletic  ability,  '  Stan  '  has 
achieved  a  wonderful  degree  of  popularity 
which  is  well  deserved.  He  has  con- 

sented to  lecture  for  us  on  '  Religious 
Ideals  '  at  the  Railway  Institute  on 
Saturday  evening  at  8  o'clock.  If 
'  Stan  '  is  as  convincing  from  the  plat- 
form as  he  is  from  the  pitcher's  box  his 
success   is   assured." 

And  "  Stan  "  held  a  great  meeting 
that  night.  His  whole  baseball  career 
is  certainly  worth  an  announcement  like 
the  above.  It  swings  the  doors  of 
friendship  wide  open.  How  many  of  his 
admiring  audience  he  impressed  can  never 
be  known. 

The  English  speaking  population  of 
South  Africa  is  not  the  only  one  which 
proclaims  "  Stan's  "  achievements. 
People  of  other  nationalities  have  taken 
a  liking  to  him,  and  particularly  the 
Dutch  of  that  far-off  province.  All  of  the 
Dutch  newspapers  of  South  Africa  have 
something  to  say  about  this  Mormon  lad 
as  well. 

Yes,  this  is  missionary  work  supreme, 
for  behind  the  lure  of  his  athletic  ability, 


is  the  fine,  clean,  attractive  character  of 
"  Stan  "  himself.  Those  who<  are  led  to 
him  because  of  his  honour  and  glory  on 
the  field,  find  that  this  first  attraction 
vanishes  in  the  charm  and  delight  of  a 
deeper,  more  gripping  friendship  which 
"  Stan  "  commands  by  reason  of  his 
clean  life,  his  modest  example  and  his 
religious  ideals. 

But  all  of  his  missionary  life  is  not  in- 
volved in  baseball.  This  activity  occu- 
pies but  a  few  short  hours  in  his  pro- 
gramme— just  enough  to  set  ajar  the  door 
of  good  will  and  friendship.  After  that 
the  real  work  begins.  It  is  represented 
in  the  programme  which  he  sent  his 
father  in  a  recent  letter.  Among  other 
things  he  writes  : 

Believe  it  or  not,   Dad,  but  only  our 
spare   time  is   put   into  baseball,   and  we 
don't  have  much  of  that.        Here   is   my 
daily  programme  : 
7.00  a.m.  :   Out   of  bed   with   a   bit   of   a 

struggle. 
7.30    a.m.  :    Breakfast,    morning    classes 

and  study. 
10.001  a.m.  :  Out  tracting  until  noon.     It's 


Dinner.        It  comes  none  too 


great ! 
1.00  p.m 

soon. 
1.30  p.m.  :   Study,  correspondence,   writ- 
ing articles,  etc. 
3.00   p.m.  :   Visiting   Saints. 
5.00    p.m.  :    Baseball    practice,    Tuesday 

and  Friday  only.    Other  days  are  spent 

in   tracting. 
8.00  p.m.  :  Visiting  investigators.       Most 

interesting. 
10.00  p.m.  :  To  bed.       And  I  am  glad  to 

get  there  ! 

Our  baseball  games  come  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  and  so  that  doesn't  inter- 
fere with  our  regular  missionary  work. 
I  ask  you  now,  Dad,  do  any  missionaries 
do  as  much  work  as  we  do  without  play- 
ing ball,  We  are  leading  in  Books  of 
Mormon  distributed  each  month,  and  are 
close  to  the  top  in  the  number  of  bap- 
tisms per  hundred  missionaries.  Our 
missionary  work  is  up  to  par,  and  besides 
that  we  have  made  scores  of  friends 
through  baseball.  What  do  you  think?  " 
We  think  it's  great !  It's  the  way  of 
missionary  work — first,  an  attraction, 
second,  a  conversation,  third,  a  friend, 
and  finally  a  convert.  This  is  the 
formula,  and  "  Stan"  is  following  it  to 
good  advantage,  but  in  a  unique,  new 
way  ! 
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MOTHERHOOD. 

By  Sister  Edith  P.  Backman. 

Motherhood  is  the  divine  expression  of 
the  creative  instinct  that  brooded  over 
Eden.  In  all  lands,  in  all  ages,  .mother- 
hood has  been  looked  upon  with  rever- 
ence and  devotion.  It  awakens  the 
highest  ideals,  inspires  most  sincere 
sacrifices,  and  seems  to  lift  mankind 
more  nearly  to  the  level  of  his  Master. 

The  name  of  mother  became  a  blessed 
one  when  it  was  first  pronounced  by 
Adam  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  It  be- 
came sanctified  when  the  Lord  God  Him- 
self issued  the  universal  command  to 
honour  father   and   mother. 

Motherhood  is  the  highest  adornment 
that  can  come  to  woman  and  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  happiness  in  the  home  and 
of  prosperity  in  the  nation.  How  proud 
and  happy  we  as  mothers  should  be  to1  be 
chosen  of  God  to  bring  His  choicest 
blessings  to  this  world,  and  to  be  glori- 
fied by  Him  for  obeying  His  command- 
ments. 

It  is  not  always  the  power  within  the 
man  that  leads  him  to  great  thoughts  and 
action,  it  is  the  quiet  inspiration  of  the 
sympathetic,  sacrificing,  true  love  of  his 
mother. 

Mothers  had  a  great  hand  in  establish- 
ing the  Church  of  the  Jesus  Christ  in 
these  last  days.  It  was  a  true  testimony 
of  the  divininty  of  our  Saviour  that  made 
these  early  pioneer  mothers  of  the  Church 
go  through  the  hardships  and  persecu- 
tions necessary  for  them  to  stand  back 
of  their  sons  and  daughters,  with 
mighty  faith  and  see  them  suffer.  Every 
faithful  leader  of  our  Church  has  had  a 
faithful  mother,  one  to  encourage,  to 
praise  and  to  see  the  motive  for  her  son's 
actions. 

From  the  lives  of  these  great  women 
may  we  learn  to  sacrifice  more,  to  give 
more  of  real  selves  to  the  work  of  God, 
to  instill  in  our  children  faith  in  God's 
work  and  teach  them  the  duty  of  every 
child  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
honour,  love,  loyalty  and  sacrifice  for  it. 

The  leaders  and  rulers  of  all  great 
nations  are  inspired  by  beautiful  teach- 
ings of  mother.  During  the  troubled 
war  days  of  George  Washington,  Mary 
Ball  Washington,  mother  of  the  first 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  keep  her  own  faith  strong  would  often 


say,  "  The  mothers  and  wives  of  brave 
men  must  be  brave  women."  She  also 
said,  "  George  is  apt  to  succeed  in  any- 
thing he  undertakes.  He  was  always  a 
good  boy."  This  shows  the  implicit 
faith  and  confidence  a  mother  has  in  her 
children.  So  profound  an  impression  did 
her  cultured  stately  manner  make  upon 
the  foreigners  that  one  exclaimed:  "If 
such  are  the  matrons  of  America,  she  may 
well  boast  of  her  illustrious  sons." 

Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  Lincoln,  was 
a  woman  of  simplicity  and  strength  liv- 
ing in  the  poorest  kind  of  shack  in  the 
wilderness  of  Kentucky.  Even  though 
she  may  have  felt  the  pinch  of  poverty, 
she  did  her  duty  toward  this  boy  tenderly 
and  with  the  affection  of  motherhood. 
His  kindness,  humour,  humanity  and 
hatred  of  slavery  came  from  his  mother. 
His  love  and  affection  for  her  was  ex- 
pressed in  the  statement  he  made  saying  : 
"  All  that  I  am  or  all  that  I  ever  hope  to 
be  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother." 

Theodore  Roosevelt  has  said  regarding 
mothers,  "  The  mother  who  does  her  part 
in  rearing  and  training  aright  the  boys 
and  girls  who  are  to  become  the  men  and 
women  of  the  next  generation,  is  of 
greater  use  to  the  community  and  occu- 
pies, if  she  only  would  realize  it,  a  more 
honourable  position,  as  well  as  important 
one,  than  any  so-called  successful  busi- 
ness  man." 

There  are  many  women,  who  because 
of  riches  become  idle,  selfish,  miserable 
and  anti-social,  they  are  not  the  women 
upon  whom  society  depends,  they  are  not 
the  ones  who>  build  the  nation — the 
mothers  of  men. 

Shakespeare  said,  "  All  the  world's  a 
stage."  On  no  day  in  the  year  is  this 
sense  of  being  the  leading  lady  in  a  play 
more  pronounced  than  on  this  annual 
Mother's  Day  which  has  come  to  be  an 
American  institution.  It  is  the  day  to 
do  her  honour.  Mother's,  day  is  every 
day  that  she  can  look  at  a  child  and  catch 
a  smile  of  affection,  that  she  can  see  a 
lad  face  a  temptation  and  turn  from  it, 
that  she  realizes  that  a  daughter  is  trying 
to  do  something  to  surprise  her.  When 
a  baby  takes  its  first  faltering  steps, 
that  is  Mother's  day.  When  a  boy  goes 
to  Sunday  School  and  assists  in  passing 
the  sacrament,  that  is  Mother's  Day. 
When  her  son  receives  his  call  to  go  on 
a  mission,  that  is  Mother's  Day.  She  has 
more  than  three  hundred  a  year,  the  rest 
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days  on  which  an  untruth  is  told  her  by 
a  child  are  not  Mother's  clays,  days  on 
which  she  realizes  that  her  bright  dreams 
for  little  sons  and  daughters  have  been 
dimmed  through  lack  of  encouragement 
as  they  became  big  sons  and  daughters 
are  not,  days  of  quarrelling  and  confu- 
sion are  not.  A  day  of  illness  is 
Mother's  Day,  for  then  she  realizes  how 
very,  very  dear  to  her  this  little  feverish 
creature  is,  how  vital  to  her  happiness, 
how  much  a  part  of  her. 

Mother's  Day  comes  every  time  a 
woman  stops  to  think  of  the  joys  of 
motherhood,  and  in  that  thought  is  in- 
cluded the  realization  that  without  certain 
little  people  she  would  not  be  a  mother. 
She  feels  no  need  of  their  gratitude  when 
she  is  glowing  with  thanksgiving  herself 
for  the  blessing  of  having  become  a 
mother  through  the  arrival  of  the  pink 
bundles  who  have  made  her  a  mother. 
Without  them  she  wouldn't  have  been 
one. 

Keep  on  giving  gifts  on  a  May  Sunday, 
but  keep  in  mind,  as  well,  that  every  day 
can  be  a  Mother's  Day,  if  you  will  but 
take  one  step  toward  making  it  so. 
Don't  save  your  kind  words  and  sweet 
messages  until  May,  spend  one  or  two  of 
them  every  day  and  then  the  official  day 
known  as  Mother's  Day  will  be  less  of  a 
drama  for  the  mother  who  plays  the  lead, 
for  she  will  be  full  of  the  reality  and 
beauty  to  which  Mother's  Day  is  only  a 
confirmation. 

Our  dearly  beloved  leader,  President 
Heber  J.  Grant  says,  "  May  God  help  us 
to  follow  the  teaching  and  example  of 
our  mothers,  who  are  true  Latter-day 
saints,  and  there  will  be  an  eternity  of 
joy  and  exaltation  in  store  for  each  and 
every  one  of  us." 

□  □  

Latter-day  Saint 
Conference. 

The  Conference  held  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
5th,  6th  and  7th  April,  from  the  view- 
point of  unity  of  feeling  has  never  been 
surpassed ;  and  in  numbers  in  attendance 
has  never  been  equalled  in  the  history  of 
the  Church.  The  meetings  throughout 
were  attended  by  capacity  audiences,  in 
most  instances  every  seat  occupied  some- 
time before  time  for  commencement  of 
the  service. 


All  speakers  were  in  good  health,  and 
this  was  particularly  true  of  President 
Heber  J.  Grant,  whose  remarkable  voice 
seemed  even  stronger  and  more  far 
reaching  than  usual.  Before  the  use  of 
the  microphone,  for  more  than  fifty  years 
past,  President  Grant's  voice  has  been 
one  that  could  be  relied  upon  to  be  heard 
by  everyone  in  the  great  crowds  cus- 
tomary in  the  big  Tabernacle. 

At  the  great  gathering  of  the  Priest- 
hood, attended  Saturday  night  by  6,433 
persons,  President  Grant  alluded  very 
briefly  to  occasional  letters  sent  him  by 
anonymous  writers  suggesting  that  he  re- 
sign as  president  and  make  way  for  a 
younger  or  more  inspirational  leader. 
The  support  received  by  the  General 
Authorities  with  President  Grant  at  tneir 
head  must  be  to  all  such  disaffected 
ones,  gall  and  wormwood,  and  converse- 
ly, most  encouraging  to  President  Grant 
and  all  loyal  members  of  the  Church. 
The  history  of  Greece  illustrates  the 
perversity  of  fault-finders.  In  Athens 
the  citizens  had  the  power  to  banish  or 
ostracise  from  their  city  anyone  whom  a 
sufficient  number  desired,  by  the  simple 
process  of  writing  the  name  of  the  one 
to  be  banished  on  a  shell  and  placing  it 
in  a  depository  provided  to  receive  the 
votes  thus  cast.  One  of  the  notable  men 
thus  banished  has  come  down  to  us  as 
Aristides  "  the  Just."  Tradition  tells  us 
that  Aristides  was  himself  one  day  stand- 
ing in  the  market  place  when  he  was 
approached  by  a  fellow  countryman  with 
the  request  that  he  write  for  him  the  name 
of  a  person  to  be  banished.  The  philoso- 
pher asked  what  name  he  should  write 
and  was  told  to  write  "  Aristides."  He 
wrote  the  name,  handed  it  back  to  the 
man  who  deposited  it.  Aristides  then 
asked  what  injury  Aristides  had  done 
the  man.  "  None,"  he  replied,  "  but  I 
am  tired  of  hearing  him  called  '  The 
Just!'" 

Some  disgruntled  ones  do  not  seem  to 
agree  with  the  sentiment:  "  Old  men  for 
counsel;    young   men    for    war."  But 

speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Church,  true  Latter-day  Saints  be- 
lieve that  theirs  is  God's  Church. 

With  them  the  conviction  is  that  God 
rules.  Our  first  President,  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  was  39  years  old  when  he 
met  his  untimely  death  at  the  hands  of 
a  cowardly  mob  that  hoped  thus  to  put 
an  end  to  Mormonism.       All  other  Presi- 
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dents  since  have  Jived  more  than  the 
traditionally  allotted  three  score  years  and 
ten.  The   youngest   at  time  of   death 

since  Joseph,  was  Brigham  Young  who 
died  aged  76f  years.  The  oldest  was 
Wilford  Woodruff,  91|  years;  his  prede- 
cessor, John  Taylor,  was  79  ;  Joseph  F. 
Smith  at  time  of  his  death  was  80  ;  and 
his  predecessor,  Lorenzo  Snow,  became 
President  at  84  and  succeeded  in  freeing 
the  Church  of  debt  caused  by  years  of 
persecution.  He  died  at  87^,  being  then 
nine  years  older  than  President  Grant's 
present  age.  Men  are  said  to  be  as  old 
as  they  feel.  Judged  by  that  standard 
President  Grant  might  easily  establish  a 
record  among  a  list  of  Presidents  noted 
for  clean  living,  good  health,  integrity 
and  mental  capacity. 

— Deseret  News — Editorial. 


Mission  News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder    John    J.    Bates,    District    President, 
"  Cumorah,"   Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.30  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

The  Cape  District  is  happy  to  announce 
that  during  the  past  month  there  have 
been  four  baptismal  services,  all  of  which 
have  been  held  at  "  Cumorah."  On  25th 
April,  Gilbert  Gordon  P'irie  was  baptised 
by  Elder  H.  C.  Badger  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley.  On  Sunday, 
28th  April,  Cecilia  Harvey  was  baptised 
by  Elder  J.  J.  Bates  and  confirmed  by 
Elder   J.    R.    Durham.  On   9th   May, 

Annie  M.  Griessel  was  baptised  by  Elder 
M.  P.  Woolley  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
H.  C.  Badger.  On  19th  May,  Veronica 
Jakins  was  baptised  by  Elder  Stanford 
G.  Smith  and  confimed  by  Elder  E.  J. 
Jakins.  We  are  sure  that  the  Mowbray 
and  Parow  Branches  will  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  these  new  members,  and 
we  are  thankful  for  their  desires  to  ac- 
cept the  Gospel. 

Sunday,  21st  April,  Elders  M.  P. 
Woolley  and  H.  C.  Badger  visited  the 
Eerste  River,  Strand,  Paarl  and  Parow 
Branches  of  the  Church.  Meetings 
were  held  in  each  Branch,  and  the  mem- 
bers were  found  to  be  firm  in  the  faith. 


A  farewell  social  was  held,  25th  April, 
for  Sister  Maud  Morton  and  her  daugh- 
ter, Isa,  prior  to  their  sailing  for  Eng- 
land, where  they  will  make  their  home. 
Sister  Morton  has  been  Relief  Society 
President  of  the  Mowbray  Branch  during 
the  past  year,  and  her  leaving  has  meant 
a  big  loss  to  the  Branch.  We  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  bless  her  in  her  new  home 
and  that  she  and  her  daughter  may  prove 
a  big  help  to  the  Church  in  England. 

30th  April,  a  "  Surprise  Party  "  on 
Brother  and  Sister  Kesselaar  and  family 
and  Sister  Herboldt  and  family  was  given 
at  their  home  under  the  direction  of  the 
M.I. A.  An  evening  of  games,   songs, 

and    refreshments    was    enjoyed    by    the 
Mutual  members. 

The  Mowbray  Relief  Society  has  been 
re-organised,  with  Sister  Janet  Wintle 
as  President,  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  as 
First  Counsellor,  Miss  Edith  Wiid  as 
Second  Counsellor,  and  Sister  Angeline 
Fourie  as  Secretary.  With  such  an  able 
group  of  officers  at  its  head,  great  things 
can  be  expected  of  the  Mowbray  Relief 
Society. 

Brothers  Evan  P.  Wright,  O.  Layton 
Aldredge,  and  Clarence  E.  Randall  ar- 
rived from  America  on  1st  May.  All 
three  of  them  are  former  South  African 
Missionaries,  so  they  spent  their  week 
here  visiting  the  members  and  friends  to 
whom  they  endeared  themselves  during 
their  previous  stay  in  this  country. 
These  brethren  intend  to  go'  into  business 
and  we  welcome  them-  back  to  South 
Africa. 

Sister  Cecilia  Harvey  left  on  30th  April 
for  a  three  months'  holiday  to  be  spent 
with  friends  in  Rhenosterkop.  We  hope 
that  she  has  an  enjoyable  time  and  we 
will  be  looking  forward  to  her  return. 

During  the  evening  of  1st  May,  Elders 
M.  P.  Woolley  and  J.  J.  Bates  showed 
the  lantern  lecture  on  the  ancient  Ameri- 
can Civilisation  to  a  group  of  about 
fifteen  persons  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stolk,  friends  of  the 
Church.  It  was  immensely  enjoyed  by 
all. 

Several  of  the  members  and  friends 
were  at  the  docks  on  3rd  May,  to  wish 
bon  voyage  to  Sister  Morton  and  Isa,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  West  and  their  daughter 
Peggy,  and  Mrs.  Lerena,  friends  of  the 
Church.  The  West  family  are  going  to 
England  for  a  four  months'  holiday  and 
Mrs.  Lerena  is  taking  the  trip  for  her 
health. 
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Brother  W.  V.  Slater  made  another 
heroic  attempt  to  swim  from  Robben 
Island  to  the  Pier  on  5th  May.  He  came 
cioser  to  completing  the  swim  thani  has 
any  other  person,  swimming  as  far  as  to 
the  end  of  the  new  basin  closest  the  pier, 
where  he  was  taken  from  the  water  in  an 
unconscious  condition. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  and 
Elder  Stanford  G.  Smith  returned  from 
a  successful  tour  of  the  Mission  on  6th 
May.  They  report  that  there  is  a  fine 
spirit  throughout  the  Mission  and  that 
the  work  is  progressing  rapidly  in  all  of 
the  organised  Branches  of  the  Church. 

A  lecture  on  the  Ancient  American 
Civilisation  was  given  to  a  group  of 
friends  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Kuuney  by 
Elders  H.  C.  Badger  and  J.  R.  Durham 
on  9th  May.  We  thank  Mrs.  Kuuney 
for  the  use  of  her  home  and  feel  that 
those  in  attendance  gained  a  better 
understanding  of  the  actual  historical 
proof  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

President  and  Sister  Backman  and  four 
of  the  missionaries  attended  the  Strand 
Relief  Society  Social  held  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Coetzee  at  the  Strand. 
A  group  of  about  fifteen  additional 
friends  were  gathered  there,  and  the 
evening  was  spent  in  playing  games,  en- 
joying songs  rendered  by  talented  friends, 
and  dancing  the  old-fashioned  "  Virginia 
Reel,"  after  which  refreshments  were 
served.  , 

Elders  Bates  and  Woolley  made  a 
hurried  trip  to  Paarl,  Worcester,  and 
Robertson  on  11th  and  12th  May.  They 
held  meetings  in  Robertson  and  found 
the  members  happy  in  the  Gospel.  At 
Paarl  they  visited  Brother  Herbst,  who 
was  in  the  local  hospital  recovering  from 
injuries  received  in  his  recent  motor-cycle 
accident.  He  is  getting  along  fine,  and 
we  are  thankful  his  injuries  were  not  of 
a  more  serious  nature. 

Sunday,  l'2th  May,  special  meetings  in 
commemoration  of  Mother's  Day  were 
held  throughout  the  Cape  District 
Branches.  At  Mowbray,  lovely  recita- 
tions, on  "  Mother  "  were  given  by  the 
children,  and  all  the  speakers  paid  tri- 
bute to  those  who  are  nearest  and  dearest 
to  our  hearts. 

An  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  the 
many  friends  of  Agnes  Wilson  at  her 
Father's  home  on  the  important  occasion 
of  the  celebration  of  her  21st  birthday  on 


14th  May.  Short  speeches  were  given, 
delicious  refreshments  served,  and  a  fine 
time  was  had  by  all.  Congratulations, 
Sister  Agnes,  and  may  your  next  21 
years  be  as  filled  with  service  as  have 
been  your  past  ones. 

Brother  and  Sister  Fred  J.  Spear  and 
their  two  daughters,  Jean  and  Yvonne, 
arrived  at  "  Cumorah  "  on  17th  May, 
and  spent  a  happy  holiday  in  the  Cape, 
visiting  with  their  friends,  seeing  the 
beautiful  scenery,  and  spending  con- 
siderable time  at  the  seaside.  We  are 
happy  to  have  had  them  with  us  and  for 
their  strong  testimonies  of  the  Gospel. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  Cape  District 
Semi-annual     Conference     was     held     at 

Cumorah."  In  all,  six  meetings  were 
held  throughout  the  day,  concluding  with 
the  General  Conference  Session.  Ex- 

ceptionally large  crowds  were  present 
throughout  the  meetings,  and  a  truly 
spiritual  feast  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Elder 
M.  P.  Woolley  conducted,  and  Mission 
President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  was  the 
principal  speaker.  We  wish  to  thank 
all  those  who  assisted  in  miaking  the  day 
such  a  success. 

During  the  Priesthood  Meeting  of  the 
Conference,  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  was  re- 
leased with  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the 
position  of  Cape  District  President,  which 
position  he  has  so  capably  filled  during 
the  past  nine  months.  Elder  John  J. 
Bates  was  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  all  those  present  as  the  new  Cape 
District  President.  With  the  united 
support  of  the  members,  we  feel  sure  that 
many  members  will  be  added  to  the 
Church  during  the  coming  months 
through  his  and  the  rest  of  the  mission- 
aries' efforts. 

Elder  Woolley  left  Cape  Town  for 
Johannesburg  on  21st  May,  to  succeed 
Elder  John  T.  M.  Wilson  as  the  Trans- 
vaal District  President.  He  will  not  be 
forgotten  by  his  many  friends,  and  we 
pray  he  will  be  instrumental  in  interest- 
ing as  many  people  in  the  Transvaal  in 
the  Gospel  message  as  he  has  done  in  the 
Cape. 

The  Mowbray  Mutual  Members,  were 
treated  to  a  very  interesting  illustrated 
lantern  lecture  on  India,  delivered  by 
Miss  Jeffreys,  of  the  Cape  Archive 
Society.  Scenes   of  native   Indian   life 

and  Miss  Jeffrey's  profuse  knowledge  of 
her  subject  proved  very  enlightening  to 


20th  May,  19a5. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


79 


those  present.       We  sincerely  thank  Miss 
Jeffreys  for  the  well-spent  evening. 

On  5th  May,  the  infant  son  of  Sister 
Lucas,  of  Parow,  was  blessed  by  Elder 
E.  J.  Jakins  and  was  given  the  name 
John  Martin  Lucas.  Three  children  of 
Sister  Jolliffe,  of  Parow,  were  blessed  on 
the  12th  of  May,  and  were  given  the 
names  of  Bernese  Patricia  Jolliffe,  Ivy 
Helena  Jolliffe,  and  Arthur  Anthony 
Jolliffe.  They  were  blessed  by  Elder  E. 
J.  Jakins,  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley,  and 
Elder  J.  J.   Bates,  respectively. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder    R.    K.    F.    Doller,    Branch    President, 
Bushy  Park,  23,   Quoit  St.,   Port   Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9, 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m. ;   Wednesdays,    7.30   p.m. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  a  "  half  pound 
sale  night  "  was  held.  The  proceeds 
were  used  for  the  Sunday  School. 

Sister  Peggy  Millan  arrived  from 
Johannesburg  for  a  short  vacation  and 
departed  on  the  6th  of  May.  All  were 
glad  to  see  one  of  Port  Elizabeth's 
former  members  again. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  and 
Elder  Stanford  G.  Smith  arrived  on  the 
1st  of  May  by  train  from  East  London. 
A  well  attended  Conference  was  held  in 
the  evening.  A  programme  given  by  the 
members  and  friends  was  enjoyed  by  all, 
and  President  Backman's  inspiring  words 
will  long  be  remembered  and  were  a  great 
help  to  those  who  attended.  After  con- 
ference a  short  social  was  given  in  honour 
of  President  and  Elder  Smith. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Sister  Vera  Smith 
departed  for  Cape  Town.  We  wish  her 
luck  in  finding  employment  and  hope  her 
stay  will  be  a  prosperous  one. 

On  4th  May,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  Anderson  was  blessed  and  given 
the  name  Olive  Mavis  Anderson,  by 
President  Backman. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  and 
Elder  Stanford  G.  Smith  sailed  for  Cape 
Town  on  4th  May  on  the  Carnarvon 
Castle,  after  having  spent  most  of  their 
short  stay  visiting  the  members  and 
friends.  They  have  left  a  good  feeling 
among  those  they  visited,  and  we  thank 
them  for  their  visit. 


DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 

Elder  H.  J.  Trestrail,  Branch  President. 

Meetings  held  at  Perla  Siedel  Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.  Evening  Service, 
7  p.m.  Priesthood  and  Relief  Meetings, 
Wednesdays,    7.30   p.m. 

The  Durban  Branch  is  happy  to  report 
that  four  more  members  have  been  added 
to  the  Branch.  Brother  Kenneth  Lowel 
Fagan  was  baptised  on  27th  January,  by 
his  father,  Brother  Arthur  Fagan.  Sister 
Maud  Curley  Smith,  young  daughter  of 
Brother  C.  Smith,  of  Briardene,  was  bap- 
tised by  Brother  A.  A.  Dunbar  on  20th 
March.  Brother      George      Hutchins 

Foster  and  his  wife,  Sister  Elizabeth 
Foster,  were  baptised  by  Elder  Trestrail, 
who  also  confirmed  all  four  members  of 
the  Church.  We  welcome  all  of  them  into 
the  Church  and  feel  sure  they  will  prove 
a  great  power  in  proving  the  sterling 
worth  of  the  Lord's  work. 

Brother  and  Sister  Moore  returned  to 
Durban  after  a  five  months'  stay  in 
Johannesburg  and,  as  usual,  resumed 
active  work  at  once.  Brother  Walter 
King  and  Earnest  Phillips  have  left  us 
and  are  now  in  Bloemfontein. 

President  LeGrand  P.  Backman  and 
Elder  Stanford  G.  Smith  paid  a  visit  to 
Durban  from  20th  April  to  25th  April. 
Conference  was  held,  throughout  which 
there  was  a  good  attendance  and  a  splen- 
did spirit  was  manifest.  During  confer- 
ence the  Branch  Presidency  was  sustained 
by  the  Branch  and  so  remain  in  office  for 
a  further  term;  Elder  H.  J.  Trestrail 
as  Branch  President,  Elder  A.  A.  Dunbar 
as  First  Counsellor,  and  Brother  Arthur 
Fagan  as  Second  Counsellor.  The  Re- 
lief Society  Officers  were  also  sustained 
as  follows  :  Sister  Trestrail  as  President, 
Sister  Hancock  as  First  Counsellor  and 
Secretary,  and  Sister  Moore  as  Second 
Counsellor. 

On  Sunday,  21st  April,  young  Brother 
Richard  Fagan  was  ordained  to  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  as  a  Deacon  by 
President  Backman,  and  Brother  A.  A. 
Dunbar  was  advanced  from  a  Priest  to  an 
Elder,  also  by  President  Backman. 
Both  of  these  advancements  were  much 
appreciated  by  the  Branch,  as  also  were 
the  President's  kindly  words  of  en- 
couragement and  commendation  of  the 
work  performed  by  the  Branch.       During 
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his  stay  he  also  named  the  twin  sons  of 
Brother  C.  Smith,  of  Briardene,  who  were 
born  on  the   15th  of  April.  President 

Backman  has  endeared  himself  to  ail  who 
met  him,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
his  next  visit. 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  wish  Elder 
Stanford  G.  Smith  "  God  Speed  "  on  his 
journey  home.  He  leaves  for  his  home 
in  America  shortly,  and  we  are  happy  to 
have  enjoyed  his  association  and  are  only 
sorry  we  have  not  seen  more  of  him  dur- 
ing his  two  and  a  half  years'  stay  in 
South  Africa. 

We  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to 
Brother  C.  Smith  and  family  and  sorrow 
with  them  in  the  loss  of  their  twin  sons, 
who  died  during  the  first  part  of  May 
from   influenza. 

The  Durban  Branch  has  lost  its  address 
book  containing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  some  of  the  members  and  friends,  so 
will  all  in  Natal  please  send  their 
addresses  to  Brother  Trestrail. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

District   President:  John  T.   M.   Wilson. 

Meetngs  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street. 
Wednesdays  at  8.00  p.m. ;  Thursdays  at  8.00 
p.m. ;  and  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30 
p.m. 

Springs  Hall,  19,  Second  Avenue,  Geduld : 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8.00  p.m.  ;  and 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  St.,  Rosetten- 
ville :   Sundays  at   10.30  a.m.    and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate':  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00  p.m. 

Boksburg  Branch,  29,  Moore  Avenue : 
Sundays  at  7.30  p.m. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &  DUNGAN 


Main  Road 


Mowbray 


Phone    6-1368 


Af'.er  a  very  pleasant  stay  in  the  Trans- 
vaal District  for  over  a  month,  President 
LcGrand  P.  Backman  and  Elder  Stan- 
ford G.  Smith  left  by  train  en  route  to 
Durban  on  the  19th  of  April.  Both  were 
favourably  impressed  during  their  visit 
and  look  forward  to  meeting  all  in  the 
'I  ransvaal  again. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at 
"  Ramah,"  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  May, 
at  which  three  persons  entered  the  waters 
of  baptism.  Brother  P.  W.  Botha, 
Sister  Sarah  M.  J.  Botha,  and  Sarah  M. 
J.  Dry  Schutte  were  baptised  by  Elder 
J.  T.  M.  Wilson.  The  confirmations 
were  performed  by  Elder  R.  W.  Mill- 
burn,  Brother  L.  G.  Muir  and  Elder  J. 
Wilson.  Maria  S.  Botha  was  blessed 
by  Elder  J.  Wilson.  Brother  L.  G. 
Muir  and  Sister  Botha,  who  used  their 
influence  to  good  advantage  in  their  con- 
version, rejoice  in  the  step  taken  by  the 
candidates.  We  pray  the  Lord's  bless- 
ings may  be  with  these  new  members. 

Brother  Wells  Evans  and  his  good  wife 
had  their  baby  boy  blessed  on  the  18th 
of  April  by  President  Backman  and  given 
the  name  of  Barry  Grayston  Evans. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  Sister  Peggy  Mil- 
Ian  left  Johannesburg  for  Port  Elizabeth, 
to  spend  her  annual  vacation  with  mem- 
bers and  friends  there. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stephen  Brummer, 
of  the  Waterval  Branch,  are  the  happy 
parents  of  a  new  baby  girl  born  to  them 
on  the  24th  of  April,   1935. 

A  most  entertaining  and  enjoyable 
games  night  was  spent  in  the  Ramah  Hall 
on  3rd  May,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Sunday     School.  All      in      attendance 

learned  how  to  play  many  new  games. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the 
Mayor,  members  of  the  Ramah  Branch 
attended  the  special  Jubilee  ceremony  held 
at  the  Wanderers  Ground  on  Sunday,  5th 
May,    1935. 

A  burial  service  was  held  on  Monday, 
6th  May,  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
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